Ezra Li Eismont

4401 San Leandro St. #46

Oakland Ca, 94601

www.Ezrali.com
djdarkat@gmail.com


(510)-534-3708

Born 1974 Burnsville N.C.

Raised in Brooklyn New York.

Oakland, CA resident since 1990.

I am interested in symmetry, space and language. Archetypal symbolism and visual communication.  I am drawn towards rhythm in nature, geometry and pattern.  Much of my work focuses on exploring various methods of mapping the connection between spirit and matter, myth and metaphor. I am interested in how the images we create help to mold us into the people we are. I am fascinated by the history of mark making, and the energy of the human touch.

Education

BFA, Painting 
California College of the Arts, Oakland, CA

1997 
“Prague, Alchemy and the Hermetic tradition”  One week conference and lecture series in Prague, Czech Republic

1996
Southern Illinois State U. 2 week Art History intensive In Egypt

Work Experience

2009-2011
Manager of Greening operations for Café and Commissary at Burning Man, Black Rock Desert, NV

2005-2008 
Co-Founder of Remade in America, upcycled silkscreen print and one of a kind art wear clothing label, Oakland, CA

2007-present

Painter, Art Billboards In Creative Unity (ICU)

1997- present 
Freelance artist/designer and illustrator, Ezralico.

2003-2004 
Head Designer for International designer clothing label Deeper Shades of Soul, Bali, Indonesia

2001-2003 Photo production assistant :

                           
WIRED magazine, San Francisco, CA

2001


Install technician: Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, SF, CA

2000-2001 Pro-tools lab tech Academy of Art, San Francisco, CA

1999-2001

DJ – Vulcan Radio, Oakland, CA

1998-2001 mural painter for Sol Lewitt, San Francisco, CA

wall paintings for the SF MOMA's "Sol Lewitt Retrospective Show" in January 2000; Loopy Doopy wall painting, December 1998.
1997-1999

cartoon art teacher, Smart Art, Oakland, CA

Publications
Newspapers and Magazines

Selected illustration:

Anarchy Magazine  Winter/Spring 2005-2006: Front and Back Cover

 
Print  Nov/Dec 2004

The Stranger  July 2004: cover

WIRED October 2003: illustration/photo credit/photo backdrop

4080  Issue 22 March 1995: 21

Selected criticism:

 “Critic’s Choice” SF Bay Guardian June 2002

“California Dreamin’ ” Flyer Magazine June 2002

Berry, Colin. “Black Magic.” Print  58 May/June 2001

Knezevich, Steve. "Public Images.” LA Weekly August 1997

 
Thym, Jolene. "Grappling with Graffiti." Oakland Tribune June 1997

Books
Selected illustration: 

Kasher, Moshe, Kasher in the Rye (2012)
How to kill a pigeon (2005)

Sol Lewitt: A Retrospective 2000. Gary Garrels, ed. SFMOMA 

Choe, David, Slow Jams. 1999 

Selected criticism:

Graffito. Michael Walsh, ed. Berkeley, CA: North Atlantic Books, 1996.

Television

2009

Current TV artist spotlight

2005 

Bangkok television “why  are you in pai?”

2002 

Tech TV “Making Digital Music with Cat Five” www.Techtv.com
1996

Canadian Broadcast Services Program on American Graffiti Art

Musical Releases

Ezra  Eismont  is also know as “Dj Darkat”.  As Dj  Darkat, he was involved  in Internet and radio broadcast with Vulcan Radio from 1999-2002, and now produces music with the electronic group Catfive.

2005 September 
“Omnia Ab Uno” Darkat, vinyl release on Nutmeats Recordings

2005 February
“Big Brother Runs the Company,” web download and cdr release





Katfive Records

2004 May

“on the rise,” 12” release Katfive Records

2003 March 

“American Military Operations,”  7” release  Katfive Records

2001 October 
“Kataphonics” by CatFive, CD Release on Hip Hop Slam Records  
Selected Solo Art Shows 
  

2011 November
Zombies



Artismobilus, SF, CA 

2011 November
Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep



Space gallery, SF, CA

2010 October
They Live



Rock Paper Scissors gallery, Durham, NC

2009 June

Ezra Li Eismont




AdHoc art, Brooklyn, NY

2008 March 

Me and My Shadow 
Wellspace, Oakland, CA
2007 January 
We are Magic  
Rowan Morrison Gallery, Oakland CA
2003 June

Altered States 

Gallery A.D., San Jose, CA
2001 October
Architects of the Information Age 
Ardency Gallery, Oakland, CA 
2000 October 
Recent Workings of Ezra Li Eismont 
Gallery AD, San Jose, CA 

1996 February 
Myths, Maps, Metaphors and models 
Studio 8, Oakland, CA
1996 August 
Flying Saucers, Technology, Consciousness and the Theologians 
Bison Brewery, Berkeley, CA 
1996 April 

100+ Drawings & Some Painting on the Wall 
Your Mamas Café, Oakland, CA 
1996 February 
Thin Copper Space Case 
Center Gallery, CCAC, Oakland, CA 
1995 September 
How Can You Feel With a Heart Made of Steel? 
Your Mamas Café, Oakland, CA 
1994 October 
Grid Work 
Isabel Percy West Gallery

CCAC, Oakland, CA s
Mural Installations

2010 October
Occupy your mind (zombie MJ)




Hemlock Alley, SF, CA

2011 August

SOLD OUT




(with Bunnie Reiss)




Center Camp Café, Black Rock City, Nevada

2010 August

VOTE BANANA GRANDMA




(with Bunnie Reiss)




Center Camp Café, Black Rock City, Nevada

2009 August

Smile Now Cry Later




Center Camp Café, Black Rock City, Nevada

2007 August

yes no




Center Camp Café, Black Rock City, Nevada

2007 March 

New Digital Analog Mural  

New Digital Analog showroom (permanent installation)

San Leandro CA

2005 December 
”The Ancestor Tree” 

Gallery AD (permanent installation)

San Jose, California

2005 November
”Cathode Ray Mission” 

Artists Television Access

San Francisco, California

2005 July

”Conversations”  with the Gestalt Collective

BAY AREA NOW 4

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts

San Francisco, California

2003 August

“The Jeweled Net of Indra”, with Elizabeth Mattson

Sacred Space, Sacred Center 

Center Camp Café, Black Rock City, Nevada

2002 January
McClymonds High School



Oakland, CA

1999 September      Vulcan Radio



Oakland, CA

1998 June 

Backdrop for Future Primitive Sound Session, with Sundance

1997 May 

Kitchen, Nikkis Bar and Grill

San Francisco CA

1996  October        
Amici Cafe  

Oakland Ca 

1996  June

Tower
Records Elevator, June 1996

Tower Records Kahala Mall

Honolulu, HI 

1996 May

Backdrop for Afrika Islam Video, with Doze Green

Los Angeles, CA

1996 April

Your Mamas Café 

Oakland CA

1996 January 
Thoratec 
Berkeley CA

1993 June

Birdland Mural
Stanford University

      


Palo Alto, CA 
Selected Group Exhibitions

2012 May

          “Spring cleaning”




Gallery 416, Oakland, CA

2012 April/May

“Small”




Gallery 19Karen, Queensland, AUS

2010 February

“Super Awesome Revolution”




Blue Six gallery, SF





Ezra Li Eismont and Bunnie Reiss

2009 November

“Uncanny Closeness”





Michele O’Connor Gallery, SF

Ezra Li Eismont and Bunnie Reiss

Nov 2007-Jan 2008

Convergence
CCA alumni

Oakland International Airport

2007 November

“Obsessive Compulsive Order”





111 Minna St Gallery, SF

Ezra Li Eismont

Nome Edonna

Neon

Chor Boogie

Apex

2007 November

Art and Activism
Rock Paper Scissors Gallery

Oakland , CA

2007 November

Black Rock Arts Gala
Artumnal gathering and wearable art auction

San Francisco, CA

2006 July/August 

Sampling Oakland 

Limited Edition Poster

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts.

San Francisco, CA 

2006 July


Virus Show (sampling Oakland)
Lobot Gallery.

Oakland, CA 

2005 December

“Negotiations” 

site specific collaborative exhibition

Rock Paper Scissors Gallery

Oakland, CA

2005 July


Bay Area Now 4





Yerba Buena Center for the Arts.

San Francisco, CA

2004 December

Fresh Produce

Gallery A.D.

San Jose, CA

2003 December

Fresh Produce
Gallery A.D.

San Jose, CA

Nov 2003-Jan 2004

Blow, winter exhibition 

Blow Salon

Berkeley, CA

2003 November

Independent Design Center
Gestalt Collective mural installation 

San Francisco, CA

2003 November

Indi-Vision
Mezzanine

San Francisco, CA

2003 October/November
Gestalt
The Luggage store/509 Cultural center

San Francisco, CA

2003 October

The New Expression Fall Classic
Melting Point Gallery

San Francisco, CA

2003 August


Art Kites
Punch Gallery

San Francisco, CA

2003 June


The Soul Quilt
Balazo Gallery

San Francisco, CA

2003 May


Propaganda
Start Soma Gallery

San Francisco, CA

2003 May


Collab
Punch Gallery

San Francisco, CA

2003 April 


East / West
Start Soma

San Francisco, CA

2003 April


Global Aerosol Dominion
Liminal Gallery

Oakland, Ca

2002 May/June

Lost and Found, with Christopher Reuss

111 Minna St Gallery

San Francisco, Ca 

2002 December 

Namenlosen 
Gallery AD

San Jose, CA

2002 February

David choe ezra li eismont rhode montijo 
site specific mural and recent works

Gallery AD

San Jose, CA

2001 December 

Namenlosen 
Gallery AD

San Jose, CA 
2001 December 

Incarnadine 
Apex Studios

Emeryville, CA 
2001 June


Ardency first anniversary group show 
Ardency Gallery

Oakland, CA

2001 August


Balazo Group Show 
Badlands Gallery

Balazo Mission CA
2001 June


Hip Hop Nation 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts

San Francisco, CA 
2001 May 
Demons, Humans & Robots: The Work of Rhode Mantilo, David Choe & Ezra Eismont 
Upper Playground

San Francisco, CA
2001 April 


7-11: Celebrating 7 Years of 111 Minna Gallery 
111 Minna Gallery

San Francisco, CA
2001 February

Soundscapes, curated by Ezra Li Eismont 

Gallery AD

San Jose, CA 
2000 February

Monster Ballads 
111 Minna Gallery

San Francisco, CA
1999 December 

Frenzy 
Luggage Store Gallery





San Francisco, CA
1999 September

Bricolage 
Luggage Store Gallery

San Francisco, CA
1999 January

7th Annual Juried Luggage Show 
Luggage Store Gallery

San Francisco, CA
1998 August


3

Cell Space

San Francisco, CA 
1997 August


Wild Wild West 
ICU Art Gallery

Los Angeles, CA 
1997 January

5th Annual Juried Luggage Show 
Luggage Store Gallery





San Francisco, CA 
1996 March


Studioate 
Studio 8

Oakland, CA
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